NEWS RELEASE: May 20, 2010



        Melissa MacPhee 

MGH Blood Donor Center




        Marketing Specialist

55 Fruit Street – Gray 148




        617/726-8171

Boston, MA 02114





        mmacphee@partners.org
Give Blood and Celebrate Culture at the 

MGH Blood Donor Center 
Boston, MA – Join the MGH Blood Donor Center this June as they celebrate the ability to save lives as well as art and culture! Donate blood and enter to win passes to select museums in greater Boston. Weekly raffles include passes to the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, the Harvard Art Museum, the Peabody Essex Museum, and the Museum of Science. At the end of the month, all participating donors will be entered into a separate raffle to win either an individual membership to the deCordova Sculpture Park + Museum or a family membership to the Fuller Craft Museum. This promotion will last from June 1 – June 30, 2010. 

The need for blood affects us all, but while the demand for vital blood donations remains constant, in the summer months blood donations abate resulting in a seasonal shortage of viable blood for transfusion. This summer, the Massachusetts General Hospital Blood Donor Center hopes that through this special incentive celebrating some of Boston’s finest cultural venues, MGH can attract more blood donors during this traditionally slow time.

The true winners of this promotion are the MGH patients. Through a summer initiative, the Donor Center hopes to help MGH avoid triaging patient cases (where blood is transfused to the most urgent of patients first, rather than dispensed upon immediate request).
Look for more upcoming promotions at the MGH Blood Donor Center this summer! When you donate at the MGH Blood Donor Center or at one of our public drives in June through August, you will also receive a free t-shirt. In June, the MGH Blood Donor Center will also launch the 5th Annual Summer Platelet Challenge. As a special thank you to our regular platelet donors, we will be offering a special incentive – donate just five times to win a $10 gift card of your choice to one of six locations: Target, Home Depot, Best Buy, Shaw’s, Borders, or Staples. 

The MGH Blood Donor Center is the largest user of blood products in the region. The Blood Donor Center collection efforts support patients at MGH, Shriners Burn Institute, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, the Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary, and the Massachusetts General Hospital for Children. MGH is a world-renowned hospital, increasing its activity in transplant surgery and cancer treatment—two fields, which use significant amounts of blood. Each year approximately 70,000 blood components are transfused to patients at MGH and its affiliates. MGH collects blood and blood products through the MGH Blood Donor Center and its traveling bloodmobiles. Is your company larger than 250 employees? If so, you might be good candidate to sponsor at MGH Blood Drive. Contact 617/726-8171 to discuss how your company can become part of the MGH Corporate Blood Donor program.
Donors must be at least 16 years of age, weigh 110 pounds or more, and be in general good health in addition to other eligibility criteria.

For more information about donating blood, please contact Marketing Specialist Melissa MacPhee at 617/726-8177 or mmacphee@partners.org, or visit the MGH Blood Donor Center’s website at www.massgeneral.org/blooddonor. 

