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• Walk through the 5 papers with a critical eye

• What should I look for?

• A bit about how to read published papers

• Skip to the end

What are the HEALEY Platform Papers trying to tell me?



Published Results



• Abstract – short summary, always free to see

• Introduction – why they did it

• Methods – what they did 

• Results – what they found

• Discussion – how they think you should interpret it

A Typical Manuscript

▪ Some Journals

▪ Lay Summary

▪ Infographics

▪ Podcasts



• Abstract – short summary, always free to see

• Introduction – why they did it

• Methods – what they did 

• Results – what they found

• Discussion – how they think you should interpret it

A Typical Manuscript



Abstract A



Abstract A

Published Manuscripts are peer-reviewed

These are NOT press releases

These are not 3rd party websites



Abstract E



Consort Diagram (Figure 1) D
Participant Flow

Standardized format for all CONSORT 

Diagrams

Screening

Randomized to

Completed

Analysed



Table 1: Baseline Characteristics C
Participant Characteristics

▪ Columns for Active and Placebo 

separate

▪ For HEALEY we also separate out 

“shared placebo” and “regimen-

placebo”

▪ Eyeball to see if groups look similar



Results figures – HEALEY papers C

Disease Rate Ratio (DRR): 0.97; 95% credible interval 0.78 to 1.18; posterior probability of superiority = 0.65



• Disease Rate Ratio (DRR)
• How to interpret effect measures 

should be explained in methods 
section 

• posterior probability of 
superiority  [Pr(DRR<1)]

• Different than a p-value

• P-value lower is better

• Pr(DRR<1) higher is better

➢14

DRR and complicated statistics



Results figures – HEALEY papers A

Disease Rate Ratio (DRR): 1.08; 95% credible interval 0.87 to 1.31; posterior probability of superiority = 0.24



Results figures – HEALEY papers B

Disease Rate Ratio (DRR): 0.98; 95% credible interval 0.77 to 1.24; posterior probability of superiority = 0.57



Results figures – HEALEY papers D

Disease Rate Ratio (DRR): 0.99; 95% credible interval 0.80 to 1.21; posterior probability of superiority = 0.55



Results figures – HEALEY papers E

Disease Rate Ratio (DRR): 0.87; 95% credible interval 0.67 to 1.10; posterior probability of superiority = 0.88



Results A



Results B



• Post-hoc analyses

• Supplemental Materials
• Additional information on methods

• Additional results that didn’t fit in the paper (e.g. sub-group analyses)

• More post-hoc analyses

• Some things a reviewer really wanted to see

• The official Statistical Analysis Plan (SAP) and Protocol

What else?



When overwhelmed look to the conclusions

E
B



Upcoming Webinars (Thurs, 5:00- 5:30pm EST): 

November 13 – Expanded Access Discussion

November 20 – Platform Trial Discussion

Patient Navigation

 Central resource for people living with ALS

Phone: 833-425-8257 (HALT ALS)

Register for 

webinars:

Catherine Small

https://bit.ly/3r6Nd2L

https://bit.ly/3r6Nd2L

E-mail: healeyalsplatform@mgh.harvard.edu

https://bit.ly/3r6Nd2L
https://bit.ly/3r6Nd2L
mailto:healeyalsplatform@mgh.harvard.edu
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