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➢CHANGING MEDICINE.

➢CHANGING LIVES.®

University of Iowa 
ALS Center

Celebrating 150 years of advancing medical research, 
education, and patient care to help people
live longer, healthier lives 

Medical Director: Andrea Swenson, MD



Education

Teaching and training 
tomorrow’s health care 

providers

Research

Bringing new discoveries 
and new treatments

Patient Care

Providing high-quality 
clinical care services

Our three-part mission



Patient Care

- Rural population

- ALS patients travel a total of 
180 miles for an in person 
clinic visit (on average)

310 miles



Patient Care

- Multidisciplinary Clinics 
- UIHC Main Campus– Iowa City
- Outreach Clinic– Des Moines

310 miles



Education

• Clinical rotations for 
–Neurology residents and fellows

–Medical students

–PT, OT, speech pathology, 
nursing students



Research 

• Clinical trials
–Platform Trial

–Cytokinetics

–AI Therapeutics (C9orf72)

• Opportunities for patients who 
do not qualify for trials

–Focus group (open to all)

–EAP



Contacts

• For clinical trials
–Heena Olalde, RN, MSN

• heena-olalde@uiowa.edu

• 319-356-8326

–Emily McDonnell, RN, MSN
• emily-mcdonnell@uiowa.edu

• 319-356-8744

• For ALS multidisciplinary clinic
–319-356-8958

mailto:heena-olalde@uiowa.edu
mailto:emily-mcdonnell@uiowa.edu


The HEALEY ALS Platform Trial is a Perpetual Adaptive Trial

Screening

Regimen A

(n=160 for
each regimen)

CNM-Au8

Placebo

Open Label 

Extension

Regimen 
D

Regimen C

Open Label 

Extension

Placebo

Verdiperstat

Placebo

Open Label 

Extension

Pridopidine

Placebo

Open Label 

Extension

Zilucoplan

(n=120 for active drug;
n=40 for placebo)

Shared Placebo

Regimen B
3:1 Randomization

within each 
Regimen

Regimen 
Assignment

Regimen 
E

Placebo

Trehalose

Open Label 

Extension





14 Sites Currently 
Activated for Regimen E Lehigh Valley Health Network

Mass General Hospital

University of Kansas

University of Maryland

California Pacific Medical Center

Northwestern University

Virginia Commonwealth University

University of Nebraska

Washington University

Wake Forest University

Hospital for Special Care

Saint Alphonsus Regional

University of Massachusetts

Duke University

Sites in blue participated in previous regimens. 
Sites in green (also underlined above) are new 
additions to the Platform Trial! 

(as of 3/3/22)



Sites closest to activation:

as of 3/3/22

Regimen E Site Activation

➢Spectrum Health

➢University of Colorado

➢University of South Florida

➢Barrow Neurological Institute

➢SUNY Upstate

➢Henry Ford

➢Beth Israel Deaconess

➢Providence Brain and Spine 

➢Ohio State University 

➢Essentia Health



Checking Site Status Online 

https://bit.ly/3g2NZr5

as of 3/3/22

about:blank


Regimen E- Brochure Available Online

https://bit.ly/3ClYHn3

https://bit.ly/3ClYHn3


Patient Navigation

Central resource for people living with ALS

Phone: 833-425-8257 (HALT ALS)

E-mail:healeyalsplatform@mgh.harvard.edu

ALS Link sign-up:Weekly webinar 

registration:

Catherine Small

Allison Bulat

Upcoming Guest Speakers:

March 10th- Trehalose Science Webinar with Seelos Therapeutics

March 17th- Edward Kasarskis, MD PhD (University of Kentucky, Lexington KY)

March 24th- Jaimin Shah, MD (Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville FL)

https://bit.ly/3o2Ds3mhttps://bit.ly/3r6Nd2L

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Travel around the 
US meeting 

Platform Trial Site 
Investigators

Send us webinar questions and ideas!

Guest speakers 
from partner 
foundations

Trehalose/SLS-005 
drug science and 

mechanism of action 
webinar with Seelos

Therapeutics

Special Topics: 
Biomarkers, EAPs, 
Biostats, Science 

topics (epigenetics, 
epidemiology)


